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agreement to turn over to the United States further de-
fense base sites outside the Canal Zone "for not more than
one year after hostilities shall cease."36 The principal ones
were the B-29 airfield at Rio Hato, with 20,000 acres
and a 9,000-foot runway; army radar stations in the Perlas
Islands and at other internal locations, and the Navy's
P.T. boat base at Taboga Island.37 In exchange for these
bases the North Americans assumed Panama's unpaid debt
on the Chorerra Rio Hato highway and the bonds of the
Colon and Panama City waterworks and sewage systems.38
A further act implementing the joint war program of the
two republics was the program of the United States Board
of Economic Warfare and of the Defense Supplies Cor-
poration, which planted over 6,500 acres of hemp-produc-
ing abaca in the Bocas del Toro region, shipped millions
of pounds of seeds from there for further cultivation in
Costa Rica and Honduras, developed the export of ma-
hogany woods for war purposes, and put thousands of
additional acres to rice and corn production to relieve the
drain on the isthmian food supply.39 Still another measure
was the granting to the U.S. Rubber Development Cor-
poration of a complete monopoly on Panama's output of
crude rubber.40
All of the foregoing programs of the two governments
had to face the unyielding and violent opposition of Na-
tionalist, Hispanidad, and anti-Gringo elements, which
used every means of sabotage within tiheir power. At times
their activity was notorious enough to evoke despairing
comments from Allied partisans such as this statement by
M. de J. Quijano in his Una Campana Antifascista pub-
lished in 1943:
I a pesar de que Panama hace parte de las Naciones Unidas,
el fascismo vive, el nacismo viva, el falangismo vive, en la
patria de Tomas Herrera!41